Stacey Martin
GIS Coordinator
Fall River County

What is a Census block group?

A block group is the smallest census division for which the public can obtain demographic information
(median age, income, etc). This information is often used by groups applying for grants.

Problems and Solutions

Ideally block groups should contain populations that are similar in their demographics. If for instance a
block group contains both a low-income area and a subdivision of millionaires, the median income
information is going to fall between the two groups but does not actually represent either population.

For grant writing it is also helpful for block groups to represent populations that receive services from
the same community. A block group that contains populations that receive services from Edgemont
and Hot Springs is less useful for those writing a grant for one community or the other.

The attached maps show the issues with the existing block groups and a proposal to be submitted to the
US Census Board for changes to those groups.

Limitations

There are limitations on how we can divide the block groups. There are minimum and maximum
population thresholds that must be met. The census also has specific features that can or cannot be
used as dividing lines. This is the reason that boundaries are often a squiggly line following a creek or
road instead of a nice straight line following a school district boundary.

Feedback

Anyone with feedback regarding these proposed changes should contact Stacey Martin at 605-745-7584
or gis.fallriver@gmail.com before April 30™". Feedback, issues, or concerns will be considered for the
final proposal to be presented to our local governing councils (county commissioners, city councils, etc)
at their first meetings in May.

Action

The US Census Bureau generally does not like changes to boundaries that are as extreme as what we are
asking for in this proposal. This proposal would have a greater chance of acceptance if accompanied by
letters of support from our local governing councils.



Cascade Road Subdivisions grouped
with Ranch land around Edgemont
and the SW corner of county

Angostura Lake Subdivisions
grouped with communities of
Oelrichs, Smithwick, and Oral

SGEMONT SMITHWICK

City of Edgemont cut off
from surrounding area and grouped
with land south of Oelrichs

ARDMORE

Issues with 2010 Census Divisions

D 2010 Tracts
E 2010 Block Groups




EDGEMONT

Edgemont Area no longer
split between block groups

ARDMORE

Proposed 2020 Census Divisions

D 2010 Tracts

2010 Block Groups

Proposed Tract Changes
2020 Proposed Block Groups

Subdivisions areas around Hot Springs:
Cascade Road and Angostura Reservoir
grouped together

SMITHWICK

OELRICHS

Farming communities seperated from
Angostura area subdivisions




HOT SPRING

Census Tract boundary dividing
golf course subdivision in half.

Hot Springs mobile home
courts grouped with golf
course subdivision

Issues with 2010 Census Divisions

[ 2010Tracts
[] 2010 Block Groups




HOT SPRINGS

Move Tract boundary to Hwy 18
Bypass. This prevents the Golf Course
Subdivision from being split in two and
keeps it from being grouped with the
Hot Springs mobile home courts.

Proposed 2020 Census Divisions

D 2010 Tracts Proposed Tract Changes
2010 Block Groups 2020 Proposed Block Groups

Move division between other block groups
to Fall River/N River St through town
to balance population in remaining block groups




